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Avoiding Big Risks for Small Kids

In 2009, Toxic Free NC released the results of an in-house study on pest control in 
childcare. !e report, "Avoiding Big Risks for Small Kids," reveals a serious problem. 
!e majority of childcare facilities still use high-risk pesticide sprays to get rid of their 
bugs and weeds, even though our state's public schools are phasing out conventional 
spray programs in favor of safer, more cost-effective IPM (Integrated Pest Management) 
programs. Spraying pesticides in child care poses too many hazards, and research 

suggests that exposure to pesticides - even relatively 
small amounts - can increase a young child's risk 
for learning and behavioral disorders, asthma, and 
some forms of cancer. What's more, pesticide use 
may also pose a serious workplace health hazard for 
childcare employees, most of who are women of 
childbearing age.

Babies and children in child care deserve a toxic-free 
place to learn and play just as much as schoolkids! 
Toxic Free NC has been giving workshops all across 
the state to get the word out to parents and child 
care providers about safer options for pest control. 

But with over 8,000 registered providers in NC, we could use all help we can get! Please 
contact our staff at 877-NO-SPRAY to get our easy-to-use guide to share with parents 
and childcare providers, or to book us for a Toxic Free Kids workshop.

!is project is part of our Toxic Free Kids Program. Learn more at:  
www.toxicfreenc.org/programs/kids.html

TOXIC FREE KIDS

file://localhost/Users/billiekarel/Library/Mail%20Downloads/www.toxicfreenc.org/programs/kids.html


A Win for Sustainable Agriculture in NC

In 2009 Toxic Free NC and our allies 
won legislation to create a council 
dedicated to strengthening the local 
and sustainable food movement in 
North Carolina. !e NC Sustainable 
Local Food Policy Council brings 
together a diverse array of people 
involved in the food system to set the 
course for NC food and agriculture 
policy into the future. !e Council’s 
job is to advise the NC General 
Assembly on building a local food 
economy that protects the environment 
and improves food security and access 
to fresh, locally-grown foods for 
everyone in our state.

Toxic Free NC staff mobilized grassroots 
support to help push the bill through 
the legislative process, and advocated 
successfully for several appointees 
from the NC sustainable agriculture 
movement. !e Council’s 27 members 
are a mix of citizens, government 
officials and community groups representing all components of the food system—
from consumers and farmers to chefs and nutritionists. !e Council will report 
its recommendations annually to the General Assembly, the Governor, and the 
Commissioner of Agriculture.

!is effort is part of our Just & Sustainable Agriculture Program. Learn more at: 
www.toxicfreenc.org/programs/justandsustainable.html

JUST & SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

file://localhost/Users/billiekarel/Library/Mail%20Downloads/www.toxicfreenc.org/programs/justandsustainable.html


Cultivating farm workers as agents for change

Last year was the second season for our Farm Worker Documentary Project. !e 
project seeks to strengthen farm workers’ voices in the discussion with decision-makers 
about pesticide pollution in NC, through documentary interviews and grassroots 
engagement. In 2009 we had the good fortune of working with intern Laura Valencia 
through Student Action with Farmworkers’ "Into the Fields" summer internship 
program. Laura spent her summer at Toxic Free NC recording workers' stories 
and taking photos of them on the job and in their homes. Some of her beautiful 
photography of NC farm workers recently won a national PhotoPhilanthropy award. 

Check out the fantastic web video she made from their stories - Pesticides: A Farm Worker 
Perspective - on our YouTube page at: http://www.youtube.com/user/ToxicFreeNC

FARM WORKER DOCUMENTARY

http://www.youtube.com/user/ToxicFreeNC


2009 Volunteers
Javier Aguero, Bliss Alexander-Smith, Susan 
Bassein, Hannia Bejarano, Molly Bellinski, 
Ivana Benzaquen, Terrea Booker, Line 
Buch, A. Carolina Cardona, Megan Carroll, 
Gineska Castillo, Tami Colvin, Ilse Contreras, 
Mike Crum, Pablo Dumlao, Sylvia Durell, 
Scott Elrod, Joey Fralin, Amy Freitag, Paul 
Friedrich, Michelle, Emily & Olivia Giglio, 
Irene Godinez, Karina Goicochea, Miriam 
Goicochea, Christopher Grohs, Erin Grohs, 
Nancy Halberstadt, Charlie Harper, Earl 
Jagessar, Adelina Jimenez Ruiz, Jason Jou, 
Melissa Keisner, Sean Kernick, Lebasi  
Klotko, Robin Koch, Barbara Lawrence,  
Aura Lawson-Alonso, Amanda Lewis,  
Amy MacDonald, Katie Magee, Claudin 
Mangum, Richert Manjarres, Candy 
Martinez, Iveth Medina Cillam, Jennifer 
Melton, Katherine Mills, Sara Moore, Lauren 
Nelson, Liz Niemeyer, Adam Parsley, Amita 
Patel, Kate Pattison, Natalia Pineyro, Timika 
Pollack, Casey Porn, Natalia Posthill, Janina 
Ralda, James Robinson, Amy Sawyer, Eric 
Andrew Smith, Shirley Sparr, Andrew Tibbits, 
Isabel Tijerina, Derek Turner, Ronald Wade, 
Nadege Wandeu, Valerie Waters, Jennifer 
Weiss, Jason Whitman, Jasmine Wilson, 
Lowell Wood, Heather Yandow, Dave Zahn, 
Christine Zuidema

TOXIC FREE NC’s PEOPLE POWER

Toxic Free NC Staff
Ana Duncan Pardo, Communications Coordinator
Billie Karel, Program Director
Fawn Pattison, Executive Director
Renée Tucker, Administrative Associate

2009 Interns
Terrea Booker - Communications Intern 
Line Jensen Buch - Outreach Coordinator Intern 
A. Carolina Cardona - Website En Español Intern  
Amy Freitag - Outreach Coordinator Intern 
Christopher Grohs - Special Events Intern 
Melissa Keisner - Toxic Free Kids Intern 
Sara Moore - Communications Intern 
Natalia Posthill - Outreach Coordinator Intern  
Eric Andrew Smith - Outreach Coordinator Intern  
Laura Valencia - Farm Worker Documentary Intern 
Lowell Wood - Outreach Coordinator Intern

Community Leadership Council
Melissa Bailey (Kinston)
Mary James (Maple Hill)
Anna Jensen (Benson)
Silvia Peterson (Burnsville)
Juvencio Rocha-Peralta (Greenville)

Board of Directors
Michelle Nowlin, President
Colleen Boudreau, Treasurer
Katherine M. Shea, Immediate Past President
Juan Echeverría, Ghassan Hamra, Laxmi Haynes, 
Mindy Hiteshue, Cathy Jones, Omar Lainez, 
Annie O'Leary, Allen Spalt

Emeritus Board Members
Billie Rogers, Founding Board member
Jane Sharp MacRae, Founding Board member
Erick Umstead, Toxic Free NC Co-founder

http://toxicfreenc.org/about/board.html
http://toxicfreenc.org/about/volunteers.html
http://toxicfreenc.org/about/staff.html
http://toxicfreenc.org/about/volunteers.html
http://toxicfreenc.org/about/leadership.html
http://toxicfreenc.org/about/board.html


2009 FINANCIAL REPORT – EXPENSES

Toxic Free NC’s total budget in 2009 was $195,890. More than $33,000 of our 
income came from individual supporters. 

Toxic Free NC’s budget for 2010 is $183,000. We need to raise $50,000 of that 
total from people just like you who want to make a difference and fight pesticide 
pollution in North Carolina. Join us - from $10 to $10,000, every gift matters!

13%

13%

74%

Program Costs
Fundraising
Management



Grants
Individual Donors
In-Kind  
Earned Income
Workplace Giving*

3%
3%

1%

73%

20%

In-Kind Contributions
Amy Sawyer, Denee´ Black, Derek Turner, 
Business Works, FDR Partners, Sean Kernick, 
Casey Porn, Charlie Harper, Paul Friedrich,  
Ian Fletcher Griffith Dunn, Jason Whitman, 
Laura Valencia, Liz Niemeyer, Pablo Dumlao, 
Whole Foods Market–Raleigh, Empire Eats, 
Askew Taylor Paints, !e Borough, 
101 Lounge & Cafe

Grants and Corporate Contributions
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation, Educational Foundation 
of America, Triangle Community Foundation, !e 
Conservation Fund’s Creating New Economies Fund, 
Harris & Frances Block Foundation, US EPA Region 
4, Cooper Foundation for Neurologic Research, Julian 
Price Family Foundation, Merge Records, Humble Pie  
Foundation, Kilop USA, Inc., Google Matching Gift 
Program, !e Sun Publishing Company

Individual Donors
A. Tsahai Tatari, Abbye Blackwelder, Adam Daland, Al Felton, Alan J.M. Field, Allen & Susan Spalt, Allison 
Sloan, Amey Miller & David Kiel, Amye & Marshall McCallie, Ann Chase, Anna Louise Reynolds Fund of 
the Triangle Community Foundation, Annie O'Leary, Badri & Marie Hamra, Barbara Howard, Barbara Lorie, 
Bernadette Bohmann, Billie Karel, Bruce C. Branson, Carla Moore, Carolyn Kozelka, Cathy Riggs, Christine 
M. Carlson, Christopher D. Powers, Christopher Grohs, Clay & Neva Whybark, Colleen Boudreau, Cristoffel 
den Biggelaar, Cynthia Cooper, Cynthia Crossen, Dan Wartenberg, Dana Hughens, Danny Almirall, Darron 
Stover, David L. Wood, Debbie Finch, Debbie Karel, Deborah Fields, Deborah L. Dorsett, Deborah Olive 
Russell, Denise Friedrich, Doris S. Wilkins, Eileen McGrath, Ellie Kinnaird, Elizabeth A. Martin, Elizabeth J. 
Waters, Elizabeth K. Moore, Elizabeth Meyer, Erick Umstead & Sonia Herrero, Evalyn Cuningham, Evangeline 
D. Jackson, Fawn Pattison & Grady McCallie, G. Gregor Owen, Gerald L. Featherstone, Ghassan Hamra, 
Ginger Deason, Grace Episcopal Church, Grier & Louise Martin, Helen J. Rogers, Helen Vinton, Hope J. 
Shand, Irma Stein, J.D. Doliner & Steve Kaufman, Jim Warren, Jana Dunkley, Jane Kendall & Ran Coble, 
Jason Meggs, Jenifer Morgan Fund of the Western NC Community Foundation, Jennifer Curtis, Jessica Nakell 
Borroughs, Joel A. Millikan, JoEllen Wang, Johlyn L. Dale, John C. Wood, John D. Foust, John M. Chrystal, 
John Parker, John Runkle, Judy A. Moore, Julie Hurley, Julie Jacobson Vann, Julie Wilson, Kate Pattison, 
Katherine & Tom Shea, Kathleen Gray, Kay M. Richey, Kilop USA, Inc., Kim Gaetz, Larry & Dorothy 
McGee, Laura Drey, Laxmi Haynes, Lee & Susan Pattison, Lee James Best, Lena Gallitano, Lisa B. Jensen, 
Lori Fernald Khamala, Louise Alexander, Lynn Padgett, Marcia Angle & Mark Trustin Fund of the Triangle 
Community Foundation, Marcia Deans, Margaret H. Parish, Margaret Townsend, Margaret Wainwright, Mary 
Ann Barnack, Mary Bayne, Mary Kremser, Mary Lee Hall, Mary MacDowell, Matt Broyles, Meredith Emmett, 
Meredith Givens, Michelle Nowlin, Mindy Hiteshue, Miriam Murdock, N. Alexander Townsend, Nacy Sluys, 
Nancy Halberstadt, Nancy McIntyre, Nancy W. Sommer, Nicole Stewart, Norm & Nancy Gustaveson, Omar 
Laínez, Patrick Shane Smith, Pamela Stamper-Brandt, Pat Kincheloe, Patrick Wolf, Paul Finkel, Pearson H. 
Stewart, Phil Blank, Philip Bardsley, Phyllis Smith, Rachel Royce, Robert Cagna, Robert L. Crenshaw, Robert 
S. Wright, Robin Sutton, Sarah L. Palmer, Shirley Sparr, Steven B. Wing, Steven Schewel & Lao Rubert, Susan 
Huneycutt, Susan Krebs, Suzanne Scofield, T. Farrar Martin, T. Mike Crum, !omas J. Madden, Tom & Eve 
Vitaglione, Wendy K. Michener, William B. Alsup, Jr. M.D., William E. Holman

*Workplace Giving refers to donations made by donors through their employers’ workplace giving campaigns. Learn about 
how you can support the environment at work! www.EarthShareNC.org

2009 FINANCIAL REPORT – INCOME SOURCES

file://localhost/Users/billiekarel/Library/Mail%20Downloads/www.EarthShareNC.org
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